
Tall Northern Green Orchid (Platanthera huronensis (Nuttall) Lindley) 

The Lat in nam e is taken from Lake Huron where this species, or iginally considered a var iety of Platanthera hyperborea, 
was first collected. 

Plants previously collected and deposited in herbar ium s in Manitoba are listed as Platanthera hyperborea and not as 
Platanthera hyperborea or Platanthera aquilonis thus it is difficult to determ ine the dist r ibut ion. Both of these species are 
found in Manitoba and further research will be required to determ ine dist r ibut ion pat terns. (Please note that dur ing a t r ip 
to Churchill with Dr. Charles Sheviak in July of 2003, we did find both Platanthera aquilonis and Platanthera huronensis at 
various locations between Winnipeg and Churchill including locations at Churchill.) 
Single stem s to clum ps of several stem s range from dwarf 10cm plants in the arct ic to tall robust specim ens that reach 
nearly a m eter high in fens to the south. The flowering spike varies from being very lax to very dense with few to ext rem e 
num bers of blossom s. The individual flowers are not part icular ly showy, green in colour with the lip often whiter than the 
other flower parts. The author observed and photographed a white f lowered form of this species at Churchill.This orchid 
has a long bloom ing per iod from m id-June to m id-August with the pr im e period in m id-July. Look for it on the slopes of 
dit ches and m oist m eadows in the prair ies and parklands, and in open fens and bogs or in m oist sedge m eadows of the 
northern coniferous forests. I dent ificat ion of this species and dist inguishing it from Platanthera aquilonis is a difficult task 
and a magnifying glass is a necessity. See the identification key from Flora of North America

 

Most populat ions of this species are pollinated by bum blebees and m oths (Cat ling & Cat ling 1989) , although som e are self-
pollinat ing (autogam ous) . I n self-pollinat ing flowers the pollinia are not contained within the anther sacs but fragm ent and 
the pollen falls loosely downward onto the stigma (see accompanying photograph). 


