
Sparrow s Egg Lady s-slipper (Cypripedium passerinum var. passerinum) 

This at t ract ive Cypr ipedium species prefers the cool clim ate of northern Manitoba and can be abundant at appropr iate 
locat ions near Churchill. More difficult to find further south, it s range at the southern lim it does include the Duck 
Mountains. The banks of st ream s, r ivers and lakeshores are the preferred habitats although it m ay also be found in m oist 
woods of the boreal forest. 

A beaut iful sm all flowered orchid, the Lat in and com m on nam es com e from the resem blance of the lip to a sparrow s-egg. 
The folded and elongated leaves clasp the stem and over lap each other giv ing this orchid a leafy appearance. A high rate 
of seed product ion is at t r ibuted to a m echanism of self-pollinat ion in this species. As the flower ages, the anthers are 
drawn into direct contact with the stigma. 

Blooming times at Churchill can fluctuate widely, from the third week of June to near the end of July. Further south look for 
it from mid to late June. 


